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To:  University Senate
Date:  February 9, 2006

RE:  Core Revision Committee Proposal

   The ad hoc committee on core revision respectfully submits its completed work, “The GC&SU Plan: A Proposal for a Revised General Education Curriculum.”  As chair for the past year and a member for several years, I can attest to the significant number of hours that each member has put into this document.  The current proposal has evolved over the past several years and reflects the input of several committees and interested faculty.   Faculty, staff and students, committee members and nonmembers, have actively participated in developing this document through six committee-sponsored forums, weekly committee meetings, and comments made directly to the committee members.  This input and feedback helped formulate the committee’s ideas and the submitted proposal.

   Throughout the proposal, GC&SU’s vision (“...faculty are dedicated to challenging students and fostering excellence in the classroom and beyond. GC&SU seeks to endow its graduates with a passion for achievement, a lifelong curiosity, and exuberance for learning.”), principles (“…produce graduates who are well prepared for careers or advanced study and who are instilled with exceptional qualities of mind and character. These include an inquisitive, analytical mind; respect for human diversity and individuality; a sense of civic and global responsibility; sound ethical principles; effective writing, speaking, and quantitative skills; and a healthy lifestyle.”) and four university cornerstones are used as benchmarks.
   It is important to note that no member of the committee unanimously agrees with every part of this proposal, but all members of the committee agree that it well meets the charge.  With extensive research, benchmarking and comparing curriculums with many other universities (including COPLAC members), applying national organization standards of general education and recognizing the needs of GC&SU, the committee has provided an excellent model for academic governance to consider for Georgia College.

   Over the past decade or more, “core” documents have been developed and then either tabled, filed, or assigned to an entirely new committee.  We on the committee hope that this hard work will not evaporate. We understand that further explanation might be called for and expect that changes might be desired by the faculty.  The committee will be happy to assist this process by further explaining our rationale and discussing any specific parts that may be confusing.  
Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Michael B. McGinnis

Chair, ad hoc committee on core revision
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