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Georgia College & State University recognizes the need to address the issues of alcohol and other drug abuse among university students. Drug use may pose physical and psychological risks, and long-term harm to self and others, in addition to the legal consequences of involvement with controlled substances.

Georgia College & State University supports a program of drug abuse prevention and education along with a procedure for dealing with problems arising from the non-medical use of drugs.

Georgia College & State University believes in taking a proactive stand in regard to substance abuse. This policy and various programs have been established to stand behind this philosophy. It is believed and hoped that prevention/education programs will benefit the entire University community by promoting informed decisions with reference to drug use.

The following are the substance abuse policies of Georgia College & State University:

Persons under 21 years of age cannot possess or consume alcoholic beverages. Appropriate signs must be posted to this effect at the point of serving.

Persons must not present any false identification, either written or oral, in order to obtain alcoholic beverages.

Persons of legal drinking age must not provide alcoholic beverages to underage persons.

The sale of alcohol on campus is illegal and expressly forbidden.

No alcoholic beverage should be given to any person who is in an obvious state of intoxication.

Persons and/or organizations who serve alcoholic beverages are responsible for the damages, both to person and property, incurred by those served.

Any person who is intoxicated can be prevented from driving a motor vehicle by campus police officers.

Intoxication will not be accepted as an excuse for disorderly conduct on campus.

Sponsoring organization members must employ a campus police officer to check ID's for legal drinking age and monitor the use of alcoholic beverages at events.

All on-campus student organization events involving alcohol must be personally cleared with the director of campus life.

Sponsoring organization advisers are strongly encouraged to attend any event at which alcohol is served.

Open containers with alcoholic beverages cannot be carried outside the specific location of the event.

Public advertising of any event must not include any specific mention of alcohol. The word refreshments must be used in place of words denoting alcoholic beverages.

The number of guests at events where alcohol is served must be restricted to the legal fire capacity limit.

There will be no events involving alcohol on-campus or off-campus during new student orientation.

Alcohol cannot be given as a prize for contests, games, and other such activities.

The consumption of alcohol is prohibited at all organized campus athletic events.

The use of university or student activities funds for the purchase of alcoholic beverages is prohibited.

Drinking games or activities contributing to alcoholic overindulgence are prohibited.

Alcohol can be served in designated areas only on Fridays and Saturdays (See Social Functions Policy.)

Sponsoring organizations must have designated drivers available.

Appropriate amounts of alternative beverages and food must be available at events.

Alcohol purchased for an event must be prorated to the number of persons of legal age attending the event. Guidelines per 40 persons are:

One-half barrel (keg) or 165 12-ounce beer servings; or

Equivalent one ounce 86 proof distilled beverage servings; or

Equivalent three ounce wine servings.

Persons of legal drinking age and persons of non-legal drinking age must be identified by colored nontransferable wrist bands or predestinated equivalent method of identification.

A maximum of four hours serving time of alcoholic beverages at any event must be strictly enforced.

No outside alcoholic beverages may be brought in or allowed at the social function, unless coolers are approved in advance for specific outdoor functions.

Locations and conditions regarding faculty/staff receptions where alcohol is served may be approved on a case by case basis by the division of business and finance.

Although decisions related to substance use/abuse are personal choices, resulting behavior may have negative impact on the decision maker and others. When behavior infringes on the rights and/or property of others at Georgia College & State University, and is related to the use of alcohol and/or other controlled substances, or when illegal activity involving the use of such substances becomes known, it is the responsibility of Georgia College & State University to take appropriate action.

If a student is involved in a substance abuse related offense, he may, in addition to other possible actions, be referred to the university's substance awareness and abuse program. Very often a drug problem has its roots in serious personal and emotional difficulties. The student will be required to attend an alcohol/drug education workshop. Depending on the seriousness of the incident, a student may be referred directly to the university's substance awareness and abuse program or to professional alcohol/drug counseling and remediation services, or other actions may be taken.

All participants must attend the alcohol/drug education workshop within one semester of receipt of an offense letter, if attending as part of a disciplinary sanction.

If a referred student does not attend the workshop, the facilitator will notify the appropriate official in writing. If the student has just cause for not attending, the student must notify the facilitator at least 24 hours prior to the workshop, and reschedule for another workshop time.

The purpose of the alcohol/drug education workshop is to give participants an opportunity to analyze and assess their drug related attitudes and actions, and to prevent related problems from occurring in the future. The Oconee Center for Alcohol and Drug Services is available for further screening, treatment, and rehabilitation. If such a referral is made, the financial responsibility for this service will rest solely with the student and/or the student's family. The university will not be responsible for private therapy.

