Proposed Outcomes for the GCSU Core Curriculum

Rationale

We currently have no outcomes in place for the core curriculum, though in February 2006, the university senate passed a set of general education outcomes.  “General Education” typically refers to a four-year sequence of courses/experiences, while our current core refers to a set of distribution requirements on the lower level, ideally to be completed in the first two years of a student’s program.  

There are no system-wide outcomes in place, and SACS requires clearly articulated learning outcomes and an assessment plan to measure student learning.  The current USG core project has as one of its main goals that institutions will develop their own outcomes for the core to support broad overall learning goals for each area.  A report is due from this committee to the CAO in April 2009, but the most recent version of the learning goals is listed below:

USG General Education Learning Goals (from http://core.usg.edu/uploads/LearningGoals2009-03-20.pdf)

Learning Goal 1: Communications Skills

Learning Goal 2: Quantitative Skills

Learning Goal 3: Critical Thinking

Learning Goal 4A: Humanities/Fine Arts

Learning Goal 4B: Natural Sciences

Learning Goal 4C: Social Sciences

Learning Goal 5: U.S. Perspectives

Learning Goal 6: Global Perspectives
The proposed core outcomes below support all of these learning goals.  For example, the proposed outcomes under Area E do not explicitly address US perspectives (Learning Goals 5), but the wording of all the outcomes was intentionally broad to encompass both U.S. and global perspectives.  The first outcome for the arts under Area C is an example of an outcome that supports a global approach. CAPC might consider ways to make some of the Area C and E outcomes address more explicitly Learning Goals 5 and 6, but in essence, the goals are already implicitly addressed   Learning Goal 6 is much more often and explicitly addressed in the general education outcomes, passed last month by the university senate, and certainly we could argue to the USG that these outcomes “sum up” the more specific ones below.  

Specific courses within the core will have outcomes that support the core area outcomes.  These course outcomes may be more specific about US or global perspectives, and those courses may also have additional outcomes necessary for the discipline beyond those that support the overall core area. 

Another potential area to discuss is lack of reference to oral communication skills. These are captured in our general education outcomes, which not only sum up aims of the core but also of the entire four year sequence.  It is unclear where, in our current core structure, we could explicitly add an oral skills outcome.

How the Proposed Outcomes Were Developed

The General Education Implementation Plan Committee was charged by President Leland in 2006 to draft implementation details for the new general education curriculum, passed by the university senate in spring 2006.  During 2006-2007 and 2007-2008, a group of faculty representing all colleges of GCSU worked to draft outcomes for the new general education curriculum and other implementation details.  This curriculum has yet to be implemented, due to the current USG moratorium on new core proposals, but in many cases, the outcomes and areas addressed match current areas of the core.  Where possible, we mapped these outcomes to the current core, and dropped reference to those outcomes that referred to aspects of the new general education curriculum not currently in place.   The group of chairs from the College of Arts and Sciences also provided input into the choice of the most outcomes for each area of the current core. 

Proposed Core Outcomes 
Area A: Essential Skills
Outcomes for ENGL Sequence

Upon completion of this area, students will have ability to:

1. communicate clearly in written English, demonstrating their comprehension, analysis and critical interrogation of a variety of written texts.

2. use description, analysis, and synthesis of data, ideas or information appropriate to the purpose.
3. use appropriate technology to locate, evaluate and apply information.

Outcomes for Math (Quantitative ) Requirement

Upon completion of this area of the core, students will have ability to:

1. model situations and solve problems from a variety of settings in generalized mathematical forms.
2. express and interpret mathematical information, concepts, and thoughts in verbal, numeric, graphical, and symbolic form, and to shift among these different modes when solving problems.
3. use appropriate technology in the evaluation, analysis, and synthesis of information in problem-solving situations.
Proposed Outcomes for Area B: Institutional Options
Outcomes for the IDST courses:
Upon completion of this area of the core, students will demonstrate ability to:
1. apply perspectives, methods and material from at least two disciplinary areas to address a theme or issue.

Outcomes for the arts courses:
Upon completion of this area of the core, students will have ability to:

1. define basic elements of artistic design, form or technique.

2. explain the role of the art form under study in the creation of meaning.

3. explain artistic responses to various issues that affect the human condition.

Proposed Outcomes for Area C: Humanities/Fine Arts
Outcomes for the required Literature courses 

Upon completion of this area of the core, students will have ability to:

1. analyze significant primary texts or sources as expressions of the culture and values of their time and place.

2. explain how primary texts and sources from the humanities reflect and address human experiences.

Outcomes for the required Arts in Society courses 

Upon completion of this area of the core, students will have ability to:

1. analyze the role of emotional, cultural, psychological, physiological and cognitive influences of the art form under study.

2. evaluate the arts from the viewpoint of various aesthetic schools.

Proposed Outcomes for Area D: Science and Mathematics
Outcomes for the required science sequence

Upon completion of this area of the core, students will have the ability to:

1. evaluate the role and impact of science on society.

2. identify and properly use appropriate technologies for scientific inquiry and communication, including collecting and analyzing scientific data.

3. use critical observation and analysis to explain and predict natural phenomena.
Outcomes for the Math (Quantitative)  Requirement
Upon completion of this area of the core, students will have the ability to:

1. solve multiple-step problems through different (inductive, deductive, and symbolic) modes of reasoning,

2. extract quantitative data from a given situation, translate the data into information in various modes, evaluate the information, abstract essential information, make logical deductions, and arrive at reasonable conclusions.
3. evaluate the impact of mathematics on the sciences, society, and on one’s personal life.

Proposed Outcomes for Area E: Social Sciences

(Note: no attempt was made to separate the outcomes by requirement, as in other areas, due to the complexity of our Area E.) 
Upon completion of this area of the core (Economic and Political Perspectives of Society, Historical Perspectives of Society, Social Science Perspectives of Society), students will have ability to:

1. evaluate civic principles and their practical applications and consequences.
2. explain the connection between ethics and citizenship.
3. examine the complexity of human behavior as functions of the commonality and diversity within and across groups.

4. assess the nature, structure and historical development of human organizations, behavior,  and/or relationships.
5. evaluate and explain the role incentives play in shaping political and market outcomes.  

6. interpret social science data from various sources.

7. evaluate both contemporary and historical social science perspectives on local, national and international decisions.

