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I. POLICY OVERVIEW

The purpose of the Hazardous Chemicals and Materials Policy is to establish guidelines ensuring that all units, departments, and individuals purchasing, generating, using, storing, and disposing of hazardous chemicals and materials comply with all rules and regulations as set forth by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the Georgia Environmental Protection Division.  
The Policy will be implemented by the office of the Assistant VP for Public Safety and Administrative Services, the Office of Emergency Preparedness and Occupational Safety, within the Departments of Public Safety and Plant Operations, and by faculty and staff in affected departments.  Guided by the policy, this group will set standards for monitoring and inspecting all University facilities where chemicals and/or hazardous materials are used and/or stored, and initiate the development and implementation of a set of procedures and guidelines for managing hazardous chemicals and materials.  The procedures and guidelines document will include departmental best practices that will ensure the safety of all GCSU students, faculty, and staff.  

II. POLICY STATEMENT

Hazardous Chemicals and Materials Policy
Georgia College & State University (GCSU) understands the need to use hazardous chemicals and materials to support our academic mission, and is deeply committed to providing a safe educational and work environment for its students, faculty, staff and visitors.  To that end, employees and students of GCSU will comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations with regard to safe handling of hazardous chemicals and materials.  
The Assistant VP for Public Safety and Administrative Services has overall responsibility for hazardous materials management on campus.  The Office of Emergency Preparedness and Occupational Safety, within the Department of Public Safety is tasked with compliance issues related to this policy.   
The Assistant VP for Public Safety and Administrative Services in conjunction with schools, departments, and other units using or generating hazardous materials, is responsible for developing and maintaining procedures and guidelines for the purchase, receipt, storage, handling, transportation, generation, use, tracking, and disposal of hazardous materials; for monitoring the effectiveness of the procedures and guidelines; and for assuring that employees and students are properly trained in and routinely follow approved procedures and guidelines. 
III. Related Documentation
The document, Procedures and Guidelines for Managing Hazardous Chemicals and Materials, (in development) will meet the requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration standard on "Occupational Exposures to Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories," 29 CFR 1910.1450. The standard is known as the "Laboratory Standard."

IV. Contacts

Mr. David Groseclose, Assistant VP for Public Safety and Administrative Services

Mr. Justin Gaines, Coordinator of Emergency Preparedness and Occupational Safety

Mr. William Fisher, Chair, Department of Art 

Dr. Walter Isaac, Associate Professor of Psychology

Dr. Ken McGill, Chair, Department of Chemistry & Physics

Dr. William Wall, Chair, Department of Biological & Environmental Sciences
