The proposed motion:

"Student groups will be considered for priority registration by the Registration Task Force annually. In order to be considered, students must demonstrate that the absence of priority registration would cause an obvious hardship due to a university related activity, and not related to employment. Students with special needs will receive priority registration if it is included in their recommendation for accommodations. All student groups must apply for priority registration prior to the deadline established by the Registration Task Force. The priority registration roster will be reviewed regularly for accuracy.  Subsequent requests from student groups will be reviewed annually."
PRIORITY REGISTRATION POLICY HISTORY AND RATIONALE:

How groups are approved of for priority registration was brought to the SAC for review because a number of comments from students across campus questioned the openness and fairness in the process that allows some students to “register early”, assuring certain students priority access to classes. 

SAC researched the topic and found that there was a practice and procedure but that a clear policy did not exist. The committee pursued the question in an interest to be transparent for the university community.  SAC invited Dr. Jones and Suzanne Pittman to SAC meetings to discuss the issue.  Currently, there is no written policy regarding early priority registration. There has been a long practice of providing early priority registration for special groups during the first day of registration. Early Priority registration requests are approved by the Registration Task Force. Prior to the new governance structure, requests were made to Academic Council.
Currently the following groups have received early registration priority (427 students): Honor students, Students with disabilities, Athletes (including cheerleaders and dance team), Ambassadors, SGA Officers, Coverdell students, and student workers in Admissions and the Registrars Office. Unfortunately, two groups were approved by the former Registrar who did not realize that these requests needed to be forwarded to the Registration Task Force. 
Dr. Jones also brought information to the committee regarding other UGS campuses. Priority or Early registration is a very common practice in Georgia as well as across the country. For example, the following USG schools provide early registration to special groups:
Augusta State - Honors, Disabilities, and Athletes

Southern Poly -  Athletes, Ambassadors, Honors, Special Needs

West GA -         Athletes, Disabilities, Honors, Tour Guides, Debate Team, SGA

Gainesville -       Disabilities, Honors

The Committee discussed the desire to see a policy that was based on NEED rather than merit or honor. It was decided that Ms. Pittman would call a meeting of the REGISTRATION TASK FORCE and that they would submit a Policy Draft to our committee. 

The REGISTRATION TASK FORCE met last week and the issue was discussed. They agree with the SAC on a NEED based policy and will be working to write a policy to submit to the SAC before our meeting on Friday. In the meantime, groups that did not go through the current accepted process will not be allowed to register early during the coming go around. Every group wishing priority registration will have to apply or re-apply in the fall. The REGISTRATION TASK FORCE will be making some structural changes in the approval process to help their work load but everyone will be made aware of the changes. 

Ms. Pittman returned to the SAC on our February 2, 2007 meeting and presented the draft policy. The committee made minor changes and the policy is presented to the full University Senate for the vote. 
Our rationale reasons for the creation of the Priority Registration policy is to establish a clear rationale for the practice of Priority Registration, to clarify group eligibility requirements for Priority Registration, and to insure transparency in the process so that all students, faculty, and staff perceive the process as open and fair.

