Proposal

to Eliminate Areas of Concentration

from the Master’s Program in Public Administration

Oct. 3, 2007

BACKGROUND:  

--  Students in GCSU’s master’s program in public administration are required to complete 36 credit hours, including 21 hours in the basic and advanced curricula, 3 hours of electives and 12 hours in one of four areas of concentration.  

-- The Areas of Concentration are:


-- Policy Management


-- General Management Systems


-- Local Government Administration


-- International Policy

DISCUSSION:


-- The purpose of the concentrations is to allow students to specialize in an area appropriate for their future career or academic plans.


-- Many courses in the concentrations are offered by the business department (economics, management, human resources, etc.), and consequently are not intended primarily to meet the needs of the MPA program.  


-- Students often find it difficult to schedule concentration courses so as to graduate in a timely manner.  Some students have had to delay graduation due to infrequent scheduling of concentration courses.


-- MPA coordinators have been and continue to be lenient in allowing courses from outside a student’s declared concentration area to count.


-- Evaluators from the most recent (2003) National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration accreditation team questioned the need for areas of concentration in the GCSU curriculum.  Concentrations are not required for accreditation.


-- Of the 12 other USG master’s programs in public administration, only seven  feature concentrations as part of the curriculum. 


-- The student’s area of concentration is currently listed on official transcripts. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:


-- GCSU to eliminate areas of concentration from the master’s program in public administration.


-- MPA coordinator to update the MPA Handbook accordingly.   The resulting program of study for the MPA would look like this:

   

1. Basic curriculum: four courses (12 hours)
    

2. Advanced curriculum: three courses (9 hours)
    

3. Electives: five courses (15 hours)
    

4. Career Assessment Project, Internship or Thesis (0 credit hours)  


-- Area of concentration to remain blank on the official transcript of those students who do not wish to declare one.  

-- Area of concentration to be specifically listed only for those students who wish to pursue a directed course of study.  Wording of the concentration area to be determined by the student with approval of the MPA coordinator.

-- These changes to be implemented immediately.
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