M E M O

To:
Dr. Anne Gormly, VP & Dean of Faculty

From:
Mike Augustine, Associate Director of Admissions

Date:
January 12, 2004

Re:
Proposal for GC&SU Policy Regarding New SAT

Beginning March 2005, the SAT will add a new writing section.  This writing section will be a combination of multiple choice questions and a mandatory student-written essay. ACT will also add a student-written essay, although it will be optional for ACT test takers.  

Since today’s high school sophomores will take the new SAT next spring and will enroll in college in Fall 2006, post-secondary schools across the nation are now setting their policies for use of the new SAT and ACT writing scores and essays.  According to the College Board’s website, 169 institutions have already decided to require a writing test, like that in the new SAT, for admission purposes.  Four Georgia schools and two COPLAC institutions are currently on the list:  Emory, Georgia Tech, Georgia State, University of Georgia, UNC Asheville and Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. Georgia College & State University is often a leader and trendsetter in the University System of Georgia.  As Georgia’s public liberal arts university, I believe it is important for GC&SU to send a clear (and early) message regarding our writing expectations and our belief in the importance of writing to college success and a holistic education.

GC&SU currently requires its freshmen applicants to submit an admission essay using the topic “what special strengths, talents and experiences will you contribute as a member of the GC&SU community?”  The admissions essay provides avenues for follow-up recruitment by academic departments and can factor in the actual admission decision for “borderline” students.  We must keep in mind that many students have their admission essay proofread and polished by teachers and parents.  However, the essays from the SAT and ACT will assess every applicant’s writing skills under identical conditions.  I propose that our Office of Admissions require the SAT and/or ACT essay to serve as a comparison to the student’s regular GC&SU admission essay.  Requiring these new standardized essays can have another impact on campus as well.  The USG Policy Manual Section 307 now includes “alternative options for satisfying Regents Test Essay and Reading requirements.”  It is expected that the SAT and ACT essays will dovetail with this recent Policy Manual change and be a vehicle for Regents Test Essay exemptions.

Scoring of the new writing section of the SAT will range from 200 to 800.  Since the writing section will be new, there will be no standard for comparison; therefore, the university will be unable to set a minimum score requirement for SAT Writing scores. During the first few years of using the new SAT results, GC&SU will have to collect the writing scores for research purposes only.  Through the College Board’s Admitted Class Evaluation Service or our own statistical analysis, GC&SU will have to develop a sense of how well students who score in a certain range are likely to fare at our school.  After three or four admission cycles, GC&SU can decide whether or not to set a minimum SAT Writing score, and if so, what the minimum acceptable score should be.

Summary – This proposal submits the following tenets for consideration:

· Require applicants to GC&SU for Fall 2006 and beyond to submit their essay from the new SAT.

· Require applicants to GC&SU for Fall 2006, who choose the ACT, to take the ACT with Essay.

· Continue to require our current admission essay, “What special talents, strengths and experiences will you contribute as a member of the GC&SU community?”

· Prior to establishing a minimum SAT Writing score for admission, if any, conduct a statistical analysis examining SAT Writing scores of GC&SU freshmen and their correlation to first-year performance.
Cc: Paul Jones, AVP for Enrollment Services
