To:  Dean Beth Rushing

From:  Mike Digby, Chair of Gov/Soc; James Winchester, Daniel Fernald, both Assistant Professors of Philosophy 

Re:  Proposal to Add Survey of Philosophy to the Core Curriculum

We propose adding PHIL 2200, Survey of Philosophy, as an option for Area C in the university’s core curriculum.  

Justification:

Given that the Survey of Philosophy course addresses issues such as the meaning and ethical responsibilities of an individual’s life and the proper role of the individual in society, it is appropriate to include it among the humanities and thus to offer this option in Area C of the core curriculum.

In addition to providing students with a survey of major philosophers and philosophical traditions, the Survey of Philosophy course develops critical reading, writing, logical, and argumentative skills.  The course requires the reading of challenging primary texts written by the greatest thinkers of the Western and non-Western world, and includes a large number of writing assignments as well that develop the student’s ability to think critically about issues in areas such as Metaphysics, Ethics, and Social and Political Philosophy.

Having Survey of Philosophy as an Area C option would clearly contribute to the core curriculum’s ability to fulfill its identified outcomes. Among the Core Curriculum Learning Outcomes that Survey of Philosophy would most directly impact are: 

· L-1: Appreciation of histories & cultural contributions of other cultures (includes both non-western and western cultures and histories)

· L-2: Understand & assess our own culture

· L-3: Reason rigorously (to apply reasoning to the process whether analytical, logical, argumentation and/or scientific method)

· L-6: Writing with clarity (writing intensive).

Thank you for your consideration.

