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Re: Post-MSN Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Certificate Program

The School of Nursing, Nursing Faculty Organization (NFO) approved the proposal for the Post-MSN
Certificate program at their August 28, 2015 meeting.

This proposal is to form a Post-MSN certificate program as an option for the Psychiatric Mental Health
Nurse Practitioner Program. The Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner concentration already
exists under the Master of Science in Nursing degree program.

The Post-MSN Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner certificate program was developed to
address the critical need in Georgia for healthcare providers that can provide mental heaith and
psychiatric services. This certificate will utilize all the courses from our existing MSN Psychiatric Mental
Health Nurse Practitioner concentration. No additional faculty or courses will be needed to support the
post-MSN certificate. Please see the attached Post-MSN Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
Certification Tract.

Options for obtaining the certificate have been developed. The first option is for applicants that have a
MSN, DNP or PhD but are not currently certified as Advanced Practice Registered Nurses and additional
options for those that are certified APRNs.

e Admission criteria to this Post MSN certificate program are the same requirements for our other
Post-MSN certificate programs.

o Students must hold a master degree or higher in nursing from an Accreditation Commission
for Education in Nursing (ACEN) or Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)
accredited program and have graduated from their program with at least a 3.2 on a 4.0
scale.

o They must provide evidence of current licensure as a RN or APRN and be eligible for
licensure in Georgia. A Georgia License is required prior to starting the program.

o Applicants must complete a formal GCSU Graduate application with fees, two letters of
references, official transcripts of all academic work, current resume, statement of
professional goals, interview, and complete a writing exercise.

Our plan is to begin enrolling students for the program in the summer of 2016. We anticipate 5-8
Post-MSN students in the first enroliment offering based on interest already expressed in the
community.

Milledgeville ® Macon ® Warner Robins

Georgia College, the state’s designated public liberal arts university, combines the educational experience
expected at esteemed private liberal arts colleges with the affordability of public higher education.



Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner

Post-Master Certificate Options
Curriculum Plans

Option 1: For students already holding a MSN, DNP, or PhD in Nursing degree but are NOT board
certified APRNs and are missing some or all of the “3 Ps” (Physical assessment, pathophysiology,
pharmacology) — range 23- 32 Credit Hours. Equivalency of courses will be determined by the
Psychiatric Mental Health NP Coordinator in the School of Nursing and students should submit all course
syllabi for review.

Year 1:
e Summer: NRSG 5480 Advanced Nursing Assessment/Lab — 3 credit hours
NRSG 5500 Perspectives of Advanced Nursing Practice — 2 credit hours
e Fall: NRSG 6300 Advanced Physiology and Pathophysiology — 3 credit hours
NRSG 7100 Foundations for Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing/lab — 4 credit hours
e Spring: NRSG 5800 Applied Pharmacology — 3 credit hours
NRSG 7110  Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing | /Lab — 4 credit hours
Year 2:
e Summer: NRSG 5810 Advanced Psychopharmacology and Neurobiology ~ 3 credit hours
e Fall: NRSG 7120  Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing Ii/Lab - 4 credit hours
e Spring: NRSG 7200 Practicum in Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing/Lab — 6 credit hours

Option 2: For students who are board certified as Advanced Practice Registered Nurses with a MSN,
DNP or PhD in Nursing degree from an accredited university. Equivalency of courses will be determined
by the Psychiatric Mental Health NP Coordinator in the School of Nursing and students should submit all
course syllabi for review. A possible plan of study follows: 21-24 credit hours

e Falk NRSG 7100 Foundations for Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing/lab — 4 credit hours
e Spring:  NRSG 5800 Applied Pharmacology — 3 credit hours (may exempt)
NRSG 7110 Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing | /Lab — 4 credit hours
Summer: NRSG 5810 Advanced Psychopharmacology and Neurobiology — 3 credit hours
e Fall: NRSG 7120  Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing Il/Lab - 4 credit hours
e Spring:  NRSG 7200 Practicum in Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing/Lab — 6 credit hours
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CERTIFICATE NOTIFICATION FORM

Institution: Georgia College and State University

College/Division: College of Health Sciences

Department: School of Nursing

Name of Certificate: Post MSN Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner

CIP Code:

Certificate Acronym: CERM

Number of Credit Hours of Core Curriculum Courses:

Supporting core courses = 9 semester hours/45 clinical hours
NRSG 5480 Advanced Nursing Assessment/ Lab (2-3-3)

NRSG 6300 Advanced Physiology & Pathophysiology (3-0-3)
NRSG 5800 Applied Pharmacology (3-0-3)

Clinical Course = 23 semester hours/ 495 clinical hours

NRSG 5500 Perspectives of Advanced Nursing Practice (2-0-2)

NRSG 5810 Advanced Psychopharmacology and Neurobiology (3-0-3)
NRSG 7100 Foundations for Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing/lab ( 2-6-4)
NRSG 7110 Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing I/lab (2-6-4)

NRSG 7120 Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing I1/lab (2-6-4)

NRSG 7200 Practicum in Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing/Lab (1-15-6)

Total Credit Hours for Certificate Completion: 32 credit hours/ 540 clinical hours

Start Date: January 2016

Approved by:

Vice President for Academic Affairs/Provost

"Creating A More Educated Georgia”
www.usg.edu






